Worksheet for essay on literary work.

I. Formalist/thematic

Recollections of the plot

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Character sketches (page #s)

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Elements of the plot that are noticeable but might, easily, have been left out without compromising the integrity of the story.

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________
Lessons, larger projects, ideas

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Ways in which whatever "idea" you have arrived at is complicated by irony

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Setting, and what it suggests

Repeated details that seem to exceed the demands of the plot (page #s)
___________________________________

____________________________________

___________________________________

____________________________________

___________________________________

____________________________________

___________________________________

____________________________________

Scenes that are similar to one another, and the purpose of such similarity

_____________________________

______________________________

II. Sociocultural readings

Representations of women (page #s)

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________
The author's apparent attitude toward these representations

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Remember other questions that could yield a sociological/ political reading, and remember that you will want to do research if you want to talk about how it was "back then" or what, in fact, gender relations are really like.

III. Readings that highlight self-reference

Passages in which books are mentioned (page #s).

Passages in which the success of language's ability to communicate is at issue (page #s)

Passages in which artist figures are introduced (page #s)

Thoughts about the ways that ideas about art can be applied to the text in which they are found.

Remember, every story includes in its text clues about how it should be interpreted. But there's a paradox. If you find a sentence that tells you how to read a story (or gives you hints about such strategy), that's great--it's a rule of interpretation. But you are unlikely to find a rule of interpretation that tells you how to read that sentence.

