Writer’s name ____________________ Reader’s name __________________
Paraphrase the student writer’s paraphrase of two or his or her sources. Use more than one sentence for each.

Compose a thesis for this essay, or identify the thesis that the student writer has already provided. (Copy in space below.) Does the sentence or set of sentences you found (a) take a stand, or (b) generally inform, or (c) describe a difficult-to-see pattern, or (d) clarify a matter of some complexity? Which does it do most?

Make up a mock first sentence that this student writer can use as a model. I understand that this exercise can be difficult. Perhaps you do not know meaningful statistics pertaining to this topic, perhaps you cannot pinpoint historical events, perhaps you do not have a story about how your interest in this topic began. But try it. You can make up a story, or  make up a statistic, or make up a historical event, just so that the other student can see how you probably would have written it.

Where in this essay is the student writer’s thinking most complex or nuanced, in a good way? Say something about why you like the passage, or how it could be made clearer to readers, or how you would say it if you had to. 

If the essay so far is just a collection of summaries—how would you put them together, and what would you leave out?

If the essay is already an attempt at integration—does every topic sentence (first sentence of each paragraph) govern everything that is in its paragraph? Probably not. Pick one that does not and adjust it so that it is better. Does every topic sentence make an advancement in the plan of the essay? Probably not. Which one does not?

